
Sketchbook Assignments --- 7th Grade Art 

 

 

  Your sketchbook is a place to experiment, test ideas and simply have 

fun. You will be assigned sketchbook activities weekly, but I encourage you 

to also draw on your own. You can use your sketchbook to write down your 

thoughts as well. It’s your visual journal. Please number and label your 

assignments. 

 

Sketchbooks will be collected twice by Mr. M - Friday, March 28 and 

Friday, May 23. Sketchbooks late one day will lose 10% of grade and 

sketchbooks late two days will lose 25% of grade. Keep on schedule or finish 

‘em early!  

  

 

1.) Fruit or Veggie Sketch – 2/3-2/7 

  

Your first assignment is to find a piece of fruit or vegetable, ANY fruit or 

vegetable, and make a 15-minute sketch with your regular #2 pencil. This 

assignment is a “warm-up” that will help you start to strengthen your 

observational drawing skills. Fill at least half of the page (don’t draw super-

tiny) and don’t add color.  

  

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

2.) Dirty Dishes – 2/10-2/14 

  

This week, after lunch or dinner, I want you to spend 15-30 minutes drawing 

the dirty, cruddy, MESSY plate leftover from the meal. It can be a bowl, dish, 

pan – anything that has some food left over on it. Focus on COLOR and 

TEXTURE – the messier the plate is the more interesting your drawing will be.  

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

3.) FREE DRAW – 2/17-2/21 

 

This week I want to see a drawing of your choice. The subject is totally up to 

you, just fill at least half the page. Color is optional. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

 



4.) Shading – 2/24-2/28 

 

Do you ever shade your drawings? Shading can be a wonderful tool for 

making your work look three-dimensional. It creates the illusion of depth and 

enriches your image. This week I want to see your attempt at shading. Start 

by drawing 3 shapes in your sketchbook - circles, squares, blobs - any shape 

that has space enclosed within it. Then, start from the edge of each object 

and shade inwards. You'll be going from dark to light as you work towards the 

center of the object. A demonstration in class will make this process clear. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

5.) Super Zoom-In – 3/3-3/7 

 

One thing we have been concentrating on this year has been adding detail 

to our artwork. You are at an age when you are better able to take your 

time, be patient, and observe the little things in the world around you. By 

doing this, the work you make will be a lot more interesting. 

 

This week I want you to focus on detail by "zooming in" on a small object. It 

can be a screw, a leaf, a cracker - anything that is smaller than your fist and 

has some texture or detail to it. Take your time and ENLARGE the object in 

your drawing. The drawing should be a lot bigger than the actual object. Be 

sure to add DETAIL and even try shading. Color is not necessary. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

6.) Drawing from Music – 3/10-3/14 

 

Artists are inspired by many things - people, places nature, etc. Often, they 

are inspired by other artists and artwork. This artwork doesn't have to be visual 

- it can be writing, dance, or even music. 

 

For this assignment, I want to pick a piece of music you find inspiring. Sit down 

with your sketchbook and colored pencils, then play your piece of music and 

draw what comes to mind. It can be abstract. Think about the mood and 

express it in colors. Also think about the style of music - is it calm and light or 

intense and heavy? How would you symbolize this in your drawing? 

 

Make sure to write the name of the song and the musical artist in your 

sketchbook. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 



 

 

7.) Human Proportions – 3/17-3/21 

 

Many of us do not like drawing people. It can be frustrating when the figure 

you draw is awkward, messy, or odd looking. The reason a figure drawing 

looks wrong probably has to do with the proportions. 

 

In art, proportion has to due with the way things are put together. It is the 

difference in the sizes of the parts of a whole. For example, a woman with a 

head the size of a watermelon would not be proportional. A dog with legs 

like a giraffe’s would not be proportional. 

 

I want you to look at human proportion. Find a long mirror or a friend/family 

member to look at. Do three rough sketches of the figure (keep the clothes 

on!). This can be done on one or more sketchbook pages. No color is 

required.  

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

8.) Dream Imagery- 3/24-3/28 

 

Dreams are strange things, aren’t they? Many times we don’t know where 

they come from or how to make sense of them. Some dreams happen only 

once and others we can have over and over again. Some people keep 

“dream journals” to keep track of them. Artist are sometimes inspired by 

them. 

 

This week I want you to think of a powerful dream you’ve had. It can either 

be one you’ve experienced only once or keep having. I want you to draw 

some of the images in your dream. Also include a written description (2 or 

more sentences) of the dream. Use COLOR. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

SKETCHBOOK CHECK 3/28! 

 

 

9.) Building – 3/31-4/3 

  

There are many different styles of drawing, and most people prefer one style 

over another. We can break a lot of drawings down into two major styles: 

Geometric and Organic. Geometric drawings are based on pattern, 



mathematics, and measurements. They are clean and crisp looking - think 

architectural drawings. Organic drawings are loose, free, and fluid.  

 

I want you to try a geometrical drawing this week. Draw some type of 

building - it can either be from observation or from a photo. Focus on 

neatness, straight lines, and try your best to make it look 3-D. No color is 

necessary. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points 

 

 

10.) Invention – 4/7-4/11 

 

Have you ever thought of a brilliant idea for a new invention or a way to 

improve one that already exists? I think we ALL have. When a person comes 

up with an idea like this and they want to patent it, they must submit a design 

to do so. 

 

Your assignment this week is to draw your invention. It can be a really wacky 

idea or one that is useful in everyday life. Have fun and be imaginative. Try to 

include shading and texture. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

11.) FREE DRAW – 4/14-4/17 

 

This week I want to see a drawing of your choice. The subject is totally up to 

you, just fill at least half the page. Color is optional. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

12.) UGLY! - 4/28-5/2 

 

Many students start out drawing only things that are pretty and familiar. 

However, a lot of the most interesting art is inspired by things that are strange, 

grotesque, and ugly! This week, I want you to pick a subject that is downright 

ugly. Focus on making your drawing detailed by including texture and 

shading. This means that your drawing shouldn’t look too rushed or 

“cartoony”. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 



 

 

13.) Word + Object - 5/5-5/9 

 

This week, you’ll spell out a word by drawing the object itself. Or, you’ll draw 

the object by spelling it out. For example, I could spell the word “apple” by 

shaping all the letters to fit in the shape of an apple. I could also morph five 

apples into each letter of the word. Include COLOR on this! 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

14.) REALISM VS. CARTOON - 5/12-5/16 
 

In middle school, many students like to draw animated characters from 

movies, cartoons and videogames. There’s nothing wrong with this, but you 

don’t want to get stuck in a rut by only trying one style of drawing. This week, 

you’ll draw ONE subject in TWO styles: realistic and cartoon. 

 

For example, I could draw a realistic lion and a cartoon lion. Or, a realistic 

plane and a cartoon one. Do your two drawings on TWO separate pages in 

your sketchbook. 

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

15.) FINISH THE FACE - 5/19-5/23 
 

Your last assignment! This one is challenging but quite rewarding. Find a 

photo in a magazine or book (it could be a celebrity, someone in an 

advertisement, anyone). Make sure the face is bigger than your hand. Cut 

the picture in half from top to bottom, so that half the face is missing. Glue or 

tape one of the papers you just cut in your sketchbook. 

 

Now the fun part! Your job is to draw the missing half of the face. Work lightly 

at first with your pencil and try to line up the eyes, nose, and mouth correctly.  

Your result should be a complete face – half-photo and half-drawing. Color is 

optional.  

 

This assignment is worth 10 points. 

 

 

 

SKETCHBOOKS DUE 5/23! 


